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promised to respect. We are ourselves the sove-
reigns of our little states. We appoint and dismiss
our magistrates at will. The several districts of our
cantons elect the councils which are our representa-
tives, the representatives of the people. These are, in
short, the very foundations of our constitution. Are
not your own identical ?"

The Act of Mediation of 1803 gave back a certain
degree of their former independence to the cantons.
Then the little peasant republics returned to their
old traditional policy, and the people once .again
assembled every year to debate on public matters,
to make their laws and appoint their magistrates.1

The Landsgemeinde meets to-day just as it did
in the Middle Ages. The same ceremonial is still
observed. There is the prayer in which all join
before the proceedings, the procession, and the speech
of the landamman, the voting by show of hands, and
the oath of fidelity taken by the people to observe
their laws and customs. Except for certain encroach-
ments of the central government in the domain of
cantonal sovereignty, the power of the Landsgemeinde
has remained essentially the same as in the olden
days. It still legislates and votes the taxes, approves
the estimates and the budget, appoints the officials
and the magistrates. In the constitutions of the
cantons the Landsgemeinde is declared to be the

1 [Napoleon nevertheless introduced certain habits of order which
were not without their influence on the Landsgemeinden. held
after his fall. Under the Act of Mediation the discussions at the
Landsgemeinde had been restricted to the subjects which had been
sent in to the G-reat Council and published one month beforehand.
This is the practice now universally followed, with slight variations
in the date fixed.]